*)*J-  41 


INIV  OF  Fi   LIB 
DOCUMENTS* ft? 

*»*»• 


United  States  Department!  of  ^Agriculture™.- 


MONTHLY  LIST  OF  PUBLICATIONS— 
JULY  1944 

Any  fire  of  the  nontechnical  publications  listed  herein,  unless  indicated  "For  sale  only,"  may  be  ob- 
tained free  upon  application  to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  23,  D.  C,  as  long 
as  the  Department's  supply  lasts.  After  this  supply  is  exhausted,  publications  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington  25,  D.  C,  by  pure  ha.^eat  the  prices 
stated  herein.     His  office  is  not  a  part  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Free  distribution  of  technical  material  and  periodicals  is  restricted. 

This  monthly  list  will  he  sent  free  on  request  made  to  the  Office  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Publications  will  not  be  strA  free  to  foreign  addresses,  except  when  exchanges  of  publications  are  made. 
Foreign  correspondents  should  apply  to  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington  25,  D.  C,  enclosing 
remittance. 
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Strawberry  culture:  Eastern  United  States.  George  M.  Darrow,  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry,  Soils,  and  Agricultural  Engineering.  42  p.,  illus.  (Farmers' 
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Onion  diseases  and  their  control.  J.  C.  Walker,  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry, 
Soils,  and  Agricultural  Engineering.  25  p.,  illus.  (Farmers'  Bulletin 
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Preservation  of  vegetables  by  salting  or  brining.  John  L.  Etchells,  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  and  Industrial  Chemistry,  and  Ivan  D.  Jones,  North  Carolina 
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Soils,  and  Agricultural  Engineering;  L.  R.  Hawthorn,  Texas  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station;  and  G.  N.  Davis,  California  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station.     25  p.,  illus.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  1956F.)     Price  100. 
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Kobe,  a  superior  lespedeza.  Roland  McKee  and  Howard  L.  Hyland,  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry,  Soils,  and  Agricultural  Engineering.  6  p.,  illus.  (Leaflet 
240L.)     Price  50. 
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Home-built    electric    dehvdrator.     Bureau    of    Human    Nutrition    and    Home 
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Productive  management  of  honeybee  colonies  in  the  Northern  States.     C.  L. 

Farrar,  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine.     28  p.,  illus.     (Cir- 
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Make-overs  from  coats  and  suits.  Clarice  L.  Scott,  Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition 
and  Home  Economics.  [16]  p.,  illus.  (Miscellaneous  Publication  545M.) 
Price  100. 

Principles  of  nutrition  and  nutritive  value  of  food.  Henry  C.  Sherman,  Bureau 
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MILKWEED  FLOSS  FOR  THE  ARMED  FORCES 

Campaigns  for  the  collection  of  milkweed  pods  from  wild  plants  in  29  States 
are  being  organized  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  silky  floss  in  the  seed  pod  of  the  common  milkweed  plant  is  the  most 
acceptable  substitute  for  kapok  in  life  jackets,  life  belts,  aviators'  suits,  and 
similar  equipment  requiring  a  filler  that  is  light,  buoyant,  and  reasonably  water- 
proof. New  importations  of  Java  kapok  are,  of  course,  cut  off  by  Japanese 
occupation  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies.  Milkweed  floss  is  a  hollow-stemmed  fiber 
with  a  waxy  coating,  and  in  some  respects  is  superior  to  kapok  as  filler  for 
flotation  gear. 

A  processing  plant  to  separate  the  floss  from  the  seed  and  pods  has  been  erected 
by  the  Defense  Supplies  Corporation  at  Petoskey,  Michigan.  On  rather  short 
notice,  an  experimental  collection  campaign  was  conducted  last  year,  confined 
mostly  to  nine  counties  in  northern  Michigan.  A  total  of  95,000  pounds  of 
floss  resulted.  Minimum  requirements  this  year  have  been  placed  at  1,500,000 
pounds,  and  the  collection  program  has  been  extended  to  29  States  where  milk- 
weed is  sufficiently  prevalent  to  justify  intensive  campaigns. 

Based  on  the  results  of  the  1943  program,  the  Department  is  depending  upon 
school-age  children  to  do  most  of  the  picking.  The  collection  of  milkweed  pods 
is  a  task  that  the  children  can  perform  easily,  and  offers  them  an  opportunity 
t<»  help  directly  in  winning  the  war  and  in  saving  lives  of  American  service  men 
and  women. 

The  pods  will  be  picked  in  the  early  fall  when  the  seeds  burn  brown.     Picking 
will  be  done  in  open-mesh  onion  bags  which  will  be  furnished  free  to  colli 
The  bags  hold  one  busnel  of  pods  and  when  air-dried,  weigh  about  five  pounds. 
Fiftei  d  cents  a  bag  will  be  paid  for  fresh-picki  d  pods,  and  20  cents  a  bag  for  air- 
dried  pods.     The  pods  will  dry  properly  it  hung  on  a  fence  in  the  for  a 
Eeriod  of  about  tv.                    The  pods  will  .spoil  if  taken   indo< 
efore  they  are  dried. 
In  organizing  local  pod  collection  drives,  the  Department  has  the  c< 

,  4-Iiclub-.  Boy  Scouts,  (iirl  Scouts,  Camp  Fire  Girls,  and  the  .Junior 
Cross.     County    War   Boards  and   County   Agricultural    Ag< 
'ing.     Arrangements  for  the  distribution  of  ba<.;-,   the  paymenl   of  pi 
for  a  Bembling  the  filled  bags  for  shipment  to  the  processing  planl 

•ring  youth  groups. 
>tate  Milkweed  Projecl  !'•  .lives  will  direel  the  collection  can 

oecticut,   Delaware,   Illinois,   Indiana,   Iowa,   Kan  oky, 

Maine,    Maryland,    Ma  .    Mid  Igan,    Minnesota,    Missouri, 

New    Han  lc,    Nort  h    1  Dakota,   Ohio,    « i 

Pennsylvania,  Rhode  [aland,  South  Dakota.  Tenn<     ee,  Vermont,  \ 
iia,  and  \\  isconain.     In  1!  oae  States,  full  Information  can  be  i 

County  War  Boards  and  County  Agent-.      In  other  States,  collectors  will   write 

to  War  Hemp  industries,  Petoskey,  Michigan,  for  Instructions  and  I 
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